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Geodiversity
The natural variety of geological, geomorphological, pedological, hydrological features of a given area, from the purely 
static features (i.e., products such as shorelines, sandy spits, limestone pinnacles, or river canyons) at one extreme, to the 
assemblage of products, and at the other, their formative processes (e.g., active parabolic dunes forming under a given 
wind regime).

Geoheritage
Globally, nationally, state-wide, to local features of geology, such as its igneous, metamorphic, sedimentary, stratigraphic, 
structural, geochemical, mineralogic, palaeontologic, geomorphic, pedologic, and hydrologic attributes, at all scales, that 
are intrinsically important sites, or culturally important sites, that offer information or insights into the formation or 
evolution of the Earth, or into the history of science, or that can be used for research, teaching, or reference.

Definitions



Geo-tourism 
In addition to its primary role in promoting tourism to geo-sites, geo-tourism raises public awareness and appreciation of 
geodiversity. It fosters geo-heritage conservation through appropriate sustainability measures and advances sound 
geological understanding through interpretation. 

Geopark / Georegion
A Geopark or Georegion is a defined geographic area with geological heritage of significance and with a coherent and 
strong management structure and where a sustainable economic development strategy is in place. Geoparks have three 
main focus areas: conservation, education and promotion of local economy through geo-tourism. 

Definitions

Izu Peninsula Global Geopark, Japan



FOKE
Friends of Ku-ring-gai Environment is a community group dedicated to the conservation and protection of Ku-ring-ƎŀƛΩǎ 
built and natural environment. It works on behalf of residents for the maintenance of Ku-ring-ƎŀƛΩǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ 
heritage and the enhancement of its existing character and amenity. Originally proposing world heritage status, on 
learning of the UNESCO Global Geopark program, FOKE sought the establishment of a working group to investigate a 
nomination proposal.

Working Group Establishment
Gradually a working has been assembled and slowly growing involving: Ursula Bonzol (Friends of Ku-ring-gai Environment 
and Ex General Manager/CEO), Angus M Robinson (Australian Geoscience Council), Bob Conroy (former Executive 
Director, NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service), Dr John Martyn (Geologist and author), Dr Peter Mitchell 
(Environmental scientist, former academic), Jayden Walsh (Ecologist), David Robson (Retired GSNSW Chief Geophysicist), 
Rob Corkery (Geological, planning and environmental consultant).

Project Initiation
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Griffin Rock, Tumbledown Dick Spaceship Rock, Salvation CreekHoneycomb weathering, Smiths Creek

Tessellated pavement, Elvina Bay

Stone Basin, Cowan

Hawkesbury Sandstone cliff face, West Head
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Hornsby Diatreme

Peats Crater, Cowan Long Reef Dyke

Barrenjoey Dyke, north side

West Head Road Dyke Ingleside Dyke

Jurassic Period

Fossilised Spirifer, a marine brachiopod
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Fluvial Geomorphology

Flooded river valley of Jerusalem Bay and Broken Bay

Flooded river valleys of Smiths Creek and Cowan Creek, from Mt Murray Anderson

The tombolo and tied island of Palm Beach and Barrenjoey Hawkesbury channels before sea level rise




